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BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1940 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


1940 

1939 

Area  in  acres  ... 

6,647 

6,647 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  mid-year  population  9,597 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books 

9,847 

at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

2,635 

2,710 

Rateable  Value 

...  £39,402 

£28,992 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

£108-1104 

£105-5958 

Social  Conditions 

1940  brought  further  increases  in  the  employed  population 
of  the  district.  Coal  mines  and  engineering  works  continued  at 
full  pressure  ; a large  number  of  the  female  population  was 
helping  the  country’s  war  output  in  employment  in  various 
munition  services,  and  maintained  continued  employment.  A 
large  number  of  young  men  had  enlisted  in  the  fighting  services, 
and  casualties  were  suffered  in  their  country’s  cause.  The  various 
branches  of  the  Civil  Defence  Services  were  well -manned  by 
part-time  male  and  female  volunteers,  and  the  Home  Guard  was 
was  put  on  a sound  footing.  The  advent  of  troops  to  the  district 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  brought  out  the  best  in  social  service 
from  all  organisations  concerned  with  such  work,  and  from 
private  individuals  in  no  less  degree.  In  spite  of  the  exigencies 
of  war  and  the  privations  it  brings,  the  general  health  of  the 
community  was  uniformly  good  during  the  year,  and  there  was 
a marked  absence  of  the  anticipated  serious  epidemic  diseases. 

Vital  Statistics 

I have  received  the  necessary  figures  from  the  Registrar 
General  for  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  and  so  an 
accurate  comparison  can  be  made  with  1939.  No  civilian  deaths 
due  to  enemy  action  were  recorded  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Vital  Statistics — Form  S.D.  30 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  - 1940 


All  Causes 

Male 

76 

Female 

60 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

... 

— 

— 

Measles 

... 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

... 

— 

— 

Influenza 

... 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

... 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

... 

1 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

... 

1 

— 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane — Tabes  Dorsalis  1 

— 

Cancer — malignant  disease  ... 

... 

6 

1 

Heart  Disease 

... 

22 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

... 

6 

9 

Diabetes 

. . . 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

... 

2 

1 

Pneumonia — all  forms 

3 

3 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

... 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

... 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

... 

1 

— .. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

... 

2 

1 

Premature  Birth  and  diseases  of  early  Infancy 

5 

— 

Senility 

... 

7 

4 

Violence 

4 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

... 

7 

2 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

... 

— 

— 

Infantile  Mortality  — deaths  under  1 year  of  age 


No. 

S( 

sx 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Date  of  Death 

1 

M 

5 months  ... 

Pink  Disease,  Infantile  convulsions 

6th  Jan. 

2 

M 

1 clay 

Atelectasis  of  Lung-s.  P.M. 

20th  Jan. 

3 

M 

4 days 

Prematurity  ... 

22nd  Feb. 

4 

M 

10  minutes 

Premature  Debility  ... 

9th  March 

5 

M 

1 day 

Premature  Debility  ... 

11th  March 

6 

M 

1 month  ... 

Acute  Bronchitis 

14th  March 

7 

F 

3 months  ... 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  [ation 

9th  April 

8 

M 

3 rnonl  hs  ... 

Congenital  Pyloric  Stenosis — oper- 

5th  July 

9 

F 

1 month  ... 

Dehyd  ration — Gastro-Enteritis 

8th  Aug. 

10 

ivi 

5 days 

Prematurity 

3rd  Oct. 

11 

M 

3 weeks  ... 

Acute  Fulminating  Pneumonia 

8th  Oct. 

Total  Births 
Annual  Birth  Bate 
Total  Deaths 
Annual  Death  Bate 
Infantile  Mortality  Bate 
Deaths  under  1 year 


1940  1939 

177  176 


18  "4  per  1000  19  T per  1000 

136  108 


14-3  per  1000 
66 
11 


10-9  per  1000 
42 
7 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

The  ambulance  service  has  now  been  established  more  than  a 
year,  and  has  proved  an  inestimable  boon  to  the  community. 
There  have  been  few  abuses  of  its  use.  It  is  hoped  that  the  work 
of  the  Voluntary  Ambulance  Committee  will  continue  to  receive 
the  support  of  the  public  to  maintain  the  upkeep  of  the  ambulance. 

The  Voluntary  Hospital  services  have  been  made  available  to 
the  public — with  very  little  restriction — in  spite  of  the  war. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  Water. 

■The  supplies  to  the  district  have  remained  fairly  constant 
during  the  year  and  satisfactory  in  quality.  Difficulty  in  the  supply 
of  the  necessary  plant  has  delayed  the  provision  of  chlorinating 
facilities  to  the  main  supplies.  These  difficulties  may  soon  be 
overcome,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  treatment  will  be  established 
at  both  main  sources  of  supply  in  1941 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Owing  to  circumstances  beyond  the  Local  Authority’s  control 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed  with  the  Sewerage  Scheme. 

During  the  year  there  was  some  leakage  from  the  septic  tanks 
at  the  Sewerage  Works  ; essential  repairs  were  carried  out  and  the 
fault  made  good. 

Complaints  were  received  of  alleged  sewage  pollution  of  the 
Mill  Hayes  Brook — and  investigated  by  the  Bivers’  Pollution 
Inspector — caused  by  sewage  from  Blue  Gates  Bank  and  Brown  Lees. 
Treatment  was  carried  out,  two  filter  beds  were  laid  down,  and 
the  nuisance  has  now  abated. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING 


]940  1939 


Number  of  Houses  erected 

8 

22 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  ') 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  > 

Housing  Acts)  J 

19 

34 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

40 

80 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  \ 
respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  J 

19 

20 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year — 

Number  rendered  fit  after  informal  notice  by  I 
Local  Authority ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

13 

25 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Animals  examined  during  the  Year — 

1940 

1939 

Cattle  (including  cows  and  calves) 

no  record 

287 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

j>  > J 

819 

Pigs  (Jan.  1st  to  Jan.  10th,  1940)  ... 

...  3 

523 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1940 

Closet  Accommodation — 1940 

1939 

Approved  Water  Closets 

1465 

1412 

Waste  Water  and  hand  flushed  Closets 

1 

1 

Privies — Pail  System 

1276 

1263 

Pails  converted  to  Water  Closets 

9 

19 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — 

1940 

1939 

Inspections  during  the  year 

90 

220 

Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Informal  Notices  served  ... 

10  • 

29 

SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

There  were  94  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  compared 
with  87  in  1939.  As  a war  measure,  The  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  Kegulations  were  introduced  in  November  1939,  under 
which  these  diseases  became  compulsorily  notifiable.  In  1940 
there  were  105  cases  of  measles,  and  31  of  whooping  cough  notified. 
One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  control  over  Infectious 
Diseases  is  that  only  8 cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  1940 
compared  with  19  in  1939,  and  60  in  1938.  We  seem  to  be 
beginning  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Scheme  carried  out  in  1938  and  1939.  130  children  between  1 and 

5 years  of  age  were  immunised  in  1940  ; no  records  of  children 
over  5 are  available.  482  children  of  all  ages  up  to  14  are  known 
to  have  been  immunised  since  1938.  Further  large  scale  immu- 
nisation is  still  required  in  this  district  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria.  Scarlet  fever  cases  were  on  the  same  level  at  32  as  in 
the  three  previous  years.  Two  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  and 
10  of  Erysipelas  were  notified. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1940 


Cases  Notified 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Disease 

1940 

1939 

1940 

1939 

1940 

1939 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

35 

21 

19 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

8 

19 

8 

15 

... 

... 

Pneumonia  ... 

23 

18 

... 

... 

5 

5 

Tuberculosis  ... 

15 

12 

5 

3 

4 

4 

Erysipelas 

10 

6 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Paratyphoid  ... 

3 

2 

3 

1 

... 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

... 

4 

... 

4 

... 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

Poliomyelitis... 

3 

... 

3 

... 

1 

... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Analysis  of  the  total  notified  cases 


under  age  groups 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 


County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Stafford 

REPORT  ON  SPECIMENS  SENT  FROM  BIDDULPH 


1940 

No.  of  Swabs 
Throat 
and  Nose 

Coryne- 

Bacterium 

Diphtheriae 

No  C. 
Diphtheriae 

Streptococcus 

Haemolyticus 

Staphylococcus 

January 

6 

... 

5 

3 

1 

February 

3 

... 

3 

i 

March 

6 

1 

5. 

... 

...  ,, 

April 

4 

4 

... 

... 

May 

7 

... 

7 

2 

... 

June 

3 

... 

3 

1 

1 

July 

, ... 

... 

... 

... 

August 

...  ■ 

... 

... 

September  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

October 

3 

1 

2 

... 

... 

November  ... 

8 

... 

8 

... 

December  ... 

2 

... 

2 

... 

Totals 

41 

2 

39 

6 

2 

Sputum-— 23  specimens,  6 positive 

Blood — 10  specimens,  1 positive  to  B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

1 positive  to  B.  Enteritidis  of  Gaertner 
8 negative. 

F^ces — 7 specimens,  all  negative. 

Cebebro  Spinal  Fluid — 3 specimens,  1 positive  Meningococcus 
Pleural  Fluid — -1  sample  negative  to  Tubercle  Bacillus 
Anthrax— -I  reports,  all  negative. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1940 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respi 

atory 

Non-iespiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

... 

15  

1 

1 

2 

25  

3 

6 

2 

35 

45  

1 

55  

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

4 

7 

1 

3 

0 

4 

0 

Q 

Biddulph  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 

1940 


Attendance  at  Centre  (Wednesday) 

Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  573 

Children  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  396 

Total  attendances  968 


Attendance  at  Ante-natal  Clinic  (alternate  Tuesday  Mornings) 

First  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 


Health  Visiting 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  60 

Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  745 

Visits  to  Children  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  1723 

2528 


Nurse  Whitaker 


Ante-natal  and  Welfare  Centre 

(Thursday) 


Expectant  Mothers — First  Attendances  ...  — 

Total  Attendances  ...  — ■ 

Children — First  Attendances  under  1 year  ...  56 

Children — First  Attendances — 1 to  5 years  ...  16 

72 

Total  Attendances — ^children  under  1 year  ...  737 

Total  Attendances — children  1 to  5 years  ...  739 

Total  1476 

Children  examined  by  Doctor  ...  ...  1058 

Attendances  by  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  49 

Health  Visiting — 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  901 

Children  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1379 

2309 


Nurse  Turner 


